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spelling-book I had seen before. I now
send you the book, and request you to let
John take it to his master, with the en-
closed letter; for I am. determined to have
him instructed upon this new, ingenious,
and, at the same time, easy plan. There
are, you will see by the Introduction, two
more parts to come to complete the plan.
I am a stranger to Mr. Webster, but I in-
tend, when I can find leisure, to write him
on the subject, using the liberty (which he
requests) to suggest some little matters
which may be altered and improved in his
next edition, for I think the work will do
honor to his country, and I wish it may be
perfect. Many men of literature might
think it too trifling a subject; but I am of
a different opinion, and am happy that a
gentleman of Mr. Webster's genius and
learning has taken it up. All men are
pleased with an elegant pronunciation, and
this new Spelling-Book shows children how
to acquire it with ease and certainty." l

Pickering's letter helps us to get behind
." Webster's Spelling-Book " in 1783, instead
of looking at it from this later vantage-

1 Life of Timothy Pickering, i. 479, 480.